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A Note from the Director

Welcome to the 2025 Early Fall issue of the School of Communication
Alumni Newsletter! With this issue we kick off our quarterly newsletters,
designed to give you a streamlined way to access all of the exciting news
about our alumni, students, and faculty twice each semester. | hope you like
the new “click through” format we launch with this issue. We have retained
our Spotlight sections for Alumni, Forensics, Students, Internship, and
Research. Please let me know with a personal email at hcanary@sdsu.edu if

you have suggestions for future newsletters.

We have an exciting newsletter for you!

We had an amazing celebration in May at our Annual Alumni & Awards
Banquet. See if you can find faces you recognize in the photos! We hold this
celebration every spring on the first Saturday of May. | hope you can join us in
2026!

This fall we launch our inaugural Berman Institute Distinguished Lecture,
generously supported by the Sanford I. Berman Institute for Effective
Communication and General Semantics. Dr. Walid Afifi, Professor in the
Department of Communication and Associate Dean, and Director of
Community Engaged Initiatives, in the Division of Social Sciences at UC
Santa Barbara. Keep an eye outin your Inbox and on our social media


mailto:hcanary@sdsu.edu?subject=

platforms for details about his October 14th lecture titled, “"My life will always
be uncertain": Overcoming the freeze response to chronic uncertainty.”

Warmest regards,

Heather E. Canary
Professor and School Director

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT



Faculty & Current Students (Courtesy of SDSU School of Communication)
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Dr. Alana Nicastro receives her Outstanding Alumna Award (Courtesy of SDSU School of

Communication)

Dr. Llewelyn Labio’s family receives her (posthumous) Outstanding Alumna Award on her
behalf (Courtesy of SDSU School of Communication)
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The Master of Arts Class of 2025 received their Master's Hoods from their faculty advisors
(Courtesy of SDSU School of Communication)

From Classmates to Mentors—Let’s Stay Connected!

Learn how the SDSU School of Communication Alumni Advisory Board is creating new ways for
alumni to give back, stay involved, and support current students and future grads.

RESEARCH SPOTLIGHT
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Aztec Scholars Tackle Global Challenges Through
Communication at Fulbright Summit

At an international summit, SDSU alumna Dr. Hannawa and Professor Emeritus Dr. Spitzberg
helped identify communication challenges critical to building global resilience. Their work shows
how better dialogue can address today’s toughest social issues.

DOING GENDER,
DOING RACE

Intersectional Negotiations of
Identity in Everyday Life

School of
Communication

Communication Building RM 209

2pm-3pm
October 1st, 2025

This colloquium features Dr. Kumar's
“Doing Gender and Doing Race through
Intersectionality” framework, an
evolution of Westand Zimmerman’s
"Doing Gender” concept. Drawing on a
study of second-generation
Viethamese American women, Dr.
Kumar will demonstrate how identity is
negotiated through race, migration
history, and family hierarchies. The talk
willillustrate how everyday practices
like speech and labor become sites
where femininity is enacted and

resisted. Join us for an interactive

colloquium with Dr. Rati Kumar

SDSU San Diego State
University

communicdtion.sdsu.edu

Doing_Gender, Doing Race: October Colloquium

Dr. Rati Kumar will present on October 1, 2025, from 2—-3 pm in Communication Building Room
209. The talk, “Doing Gender, Doing Race: Intersectional Negotiations of Identity in Everyday Life,”
draws on her research with second-generation Vietnamese American women to explore how
gender and race intersect through everyday practices.
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School of
Communication

Berman Institute for Effective Communication
and General Semantics Presents

Dr. Walid Afifi

Professor and Associate Dean
University of California, Santa Barbara

“My life will always be uncertain”:
Overcoming the Freeze Response
to Chronic Uncertainty

Berman Institute Distinguished Lecture

This flyer announces the 2025 Berman Distinguished Lecture hosted by SDSU’s School of
Communication. Dr. Walid Afifi, Professor and Associate Dean at UC Santa Barbara, will deliver a
talk titled “My life will always be uncertain”: Overcoming the Freeze Response to Chronic
Uncertainty. The event will take place on October 14th at 7:00 PM in Storm Hall West 011.

FORENSICS UPDATE
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BERNSTEIN THEATRE

HOME TO THE SDSU SPEECH & DEBATE TEAM

SDSU Forensics Team Gears Up for an Exciting 2025-2026

Season

SDSU Forensics Team prepares for a landmark 2025-2026 season, competing in national and
international tournaments, hosting high school and collegiate events, and showcasing leadership
and excellence in speech and debate.

Give to the School of Communication
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