
2026 Late Spring Newsletter

A Note from the Director:

Welcome to the 2026 Late Spring issue of the School of Communication

Alumni Newsletter! We have an exciting newsletter for you! I’m sure you will

enjoy reading about student, faculty, and alumni accomplishments at the

2026 WSCA annual convention and recent forensics tournaments. We

feature Dr. Kerk Kee as this year’s Outstanding Alum Award recipient. I hope

you can join us on May 9th on the Scripps Cottage Patio to celebrate Dr. Kee

during our Annual Alumni and Awards Banquet! Tickets are going fast, so

please click on the link in the article to purchase your tickets today!

Finally, this newsletter announces Dr. Rebecca de Souza as our next School

Director! After 9 years serving as the School Director, I have decided it is time

for me to fully return to teaching and research. Please read the article about

Dr. de Souza and come to the Banquet as we have a “passing the torch”

segment during the program to celebrate her upcoming leadership for the

next chapter of the SDSU School of Communication story!

Warmest regards, 

Heather E. Canary

Professor and School Director

Heather Canary <hcanary@sdsu.edu>

The Outstanding Alum of 2026 is...
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WSCA Highlights

From Research to Recognition: WSCA 2026 Highlights

The 2026 Western States Communication Association Convention celebrated the achievements of

School of Communication students and faculty through research presentations, awards, and

collaborative efforts that highlighted academic excellence.

New Director Spotlight

http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV8v6cjUUgR_RrlAKo5dsEAI5RyJjXQ4rwV2toBKw3i3iM092z0cowsgB32x6vxh_gfs-BPZ8k9is4kjTtk2MLWXqqFpJH2D
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV8v6cjUUgR_RrlAKo5dsEAI5RyJjXQ4rwV2toBKw3i3iM092z0cowsgB32x6vxh_gfs-BPZ8k9is4kjTtk2MLWXqqFpJH2D
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV81MyJTmQUtqSCGIaw9PYBvoyLOOxaYCckv4X5hQ9IWEi9EGlE8kkXV7f9FvpFw3F5gWO9M32517AkIACgym25i4bcium_-


A New Chapter for the School of Communication: Dr.

Rebecca de Souza Named Director

The School of Communication at San Diego State University is entering an exciting new chapter

with Dr. Rebecca de Souza stepping into the role of Director. After joining SDSU in 2022, she has

quickly become a valued leader, educator, and researcher. With a strong focus on innovative

curriculum, student success, and community engagement, Dr. de Souza brings a forward-thinking

vision that aims to strengthen both the academic experience and career readiness of students.

Save the date for Alumni and Awards Banquet

http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV83YqY2QufRe5-m89p8kLcT2ebFqx4Wx8rq-OyeSNTaxcUHB5P9BL-PHghhNnWrUvXGhWuFOj9EobyeMaUkP_MVlIEJ9nci
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV83YqY2QufRe5-m89p8kLcT2ebFqx4Wx8rq-OyeSNTaxcUHB5P9BL-PHghhNnWrUvXGhWuFOj9EobyeMaUkP_MVlIEJ9nci
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV851YOYikyjdyT1EeUFvAwhJ4PQoBar8VWz-rrMNFoOuaVjZo7RIcmkGUMTsL6O3AkfZZdcN37E9e_KMWo2O_1gutpvKXex
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV851YOYikyjdyT1EeUFvAwhJ4PQoBar8VWz-rrMNFoOuaVjZo7RIcmkGUMTsL6O3AkfZZdcN37E9e_KMWo2O_1gutpvKXex


✨ Mark Your Calendars & Get Ready to Shine! ✨

Celebrate, connect, and shine at the Alumni and Awards Banquet on May 9th at Scripps Cottage.

The 2026 Outstanding Alum is…

http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV87wntdYRxSZ3-5xad4LXQ5PHsHrC4qRiFi-2ISPc3kP7Dkr2hVCvKf2ykV5NxX4KyVZgALCw_O4KUB5TI8WlQqbMujoZ1O
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV87wntdYRxSZ3-5xad4LXQ5PHsHrC4qRiFi-2ISPc3kP7Dkr2hVCvKf2ykV5NxX4KyVZgALCw_O4KUB5TI8WlQqbMujoZ1O
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV884DiulsVJs2h5fD3Fj9BA7C_y8qODmcLZJxhUpwTJ22IJRuM4PaqZEShydFVldmbosvVcMhXPBn8FCL757tAqwpQhEApY


From SDSU Classrooms to Global Research Impact: Dr.

Kerk Kee Honored as Outstanding Alum

Dr. Kerk Kee Honored for a Career Shaped by Inquiry, Teaching, and Collaboration

Forensics Spotlight

SDSU Forensics Team Takes the Global Stage in Athens to

Close Out a Standout Season

The SDSU Forensics Team wrapped up its 2025 to 2026 season by competing at the International

Forensics Association Tournament in Athens, Greece. Facing top programs from around the world,

the team delivered an impressive performance, highlighted by Shanelle de Souza’s 1st place finish

in persuasive speaking and multiple deep runs across events. The trip showcased both

competitive success and the value of global communication in the birthplace of democracy.

http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV8-V6WVKc8EM5cUfRUHY-rwz63PM2_6IkpulsFxgstmbXcIG9Y_AONvVEPJ36AxKj4zG7N364af4JPAZDVtiDFvU8p2eWzJ
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV8-V6WVKc8EM5cUfRUHY-rwz63PM2_6IkpulsFxgstmbXcIG9Y_AONvVEPJ36AxKj4zG7N364af4JPAZDVtiDFvU8p2eWzJ
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV8_OA9twDySgTRk7f6UFVeHyPlfYwhfpHFG7liXFWcdYeP5_RQlDtseUQfgSLK9jvmRcMAcXwzPp8OBaOTQUYavWExXTq2G
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV8_OA9twDySgTRk7f6UFVeHyPlfYwhfpHFG7liXFWcdYeP5_RQlDtseUQfgSLK9jvmRcMAcXwzPp8OBaOTQUYavWExXTq2G
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9EFn_x_pWna0-1o5eiPbrmUfDLygmvDQGEaI1JrXQB7JUCOaM1GdGwM-yFrRwMGCTZveqW_2f-kKPBxTrh-I5t781gsF_s
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9EFn_x_pWna0-1o5eiPbrmUfDLygmvDQGEaI1JrXQB7JUCOaM1GdGwM-yFrRwMGCTZveqW_2f-kKPBxTrh-I5t781gsF_s
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9FEnxUqn0Lbo796dwqTdAa10NRWG0-W6CQuy1gZQ8GGsjMkcNeWxAD05A3H79pFK_Yn4knlf9U_dItGSJ9TAnWV93r9p3p
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9FEnxUqn0Lbo796dwqTdAa10NRWG0-W6CQuy1gZQ8GGsjMkcNeWxAD05A3H79pFK_Yn4knlf9U_dItGSJ9TAnWV93r9p3p


Give to the SDSU School of Communication

Connect with us on Social Media!
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San Diego State University | College of Professional Studies and Fine Arts

5500 Campanile Drive, San Diego, CA 92182-4512
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http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9Gc7-8BIQa2qDibyxovQzQ6y_sjCmtSgfkusXaHmbW8pJRDyONl_jOrCflRvmN7qTXGPsfG9gQT_9d6sLNTle2EJRsNvot
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9Hl3UQzn0eq5BBarjVXX2a8LbovVTfkCcyB9pEUA9F-HrAV-30-UePODe2kriqYzrkKre2mdTKM5UA9n8CDJt8atQC-g7p
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9Hl3UQzn0eq5BBarjVXX2a8LbovVTfkCcyB9pEUA9F-HrAV-30-UePODe2kriqYzrkKre2mdTKM5UA9n8CDJt8atQC-g7p
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9J-hXVrFjN09ym_I7l5Fcslh-YJJXS0a4XqABAY-AV30BxisXqs8vSd8YGFurC0GK2KA_XeapP6JXcuiwV_OPoo1wnWzs2
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9LepC9p_tidDfhq01ILySzMX360g6WwoSGumPGsDJ-IMC40T57EwKBujEz_tRYvlnAqwYXxDqL4WGtBgD2wbpe4YOMn5MH
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9LepC9p_tidDfhq01ILySzMX360g6WwoSGumPGsDJ-IMC40T57EwKBujEz_tRYvlnAqwYXxDqL4WGtBgD2wbpe4YOMn5MH
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9Nb664jvLpHtO2vz0_nYEZXGVNbrZr7Fnti6sLRmVeXFOCKdd_XzlkqQMEzxHlfXtEnhlPMhuziCSJMnQoh_q9wMcxT1Xq
http://click.comms.sdsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTR9AAsAAAAAAEx2CV9PA1Tt_HaxO1QKFWlGDBxvR-gzbUky6qvimalZlWsdVX6WnavlrdnzeMyZ0UoQati6jXtS9Fv2vCToWvEeu6TFw9PqCkzg
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/5500+Campanile+Drive,+San+Diego,+CA+92182-4512?entry=gmail&source=g
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