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Director’s Note

Welcome to the Spring 2025 issue of the School of Communication Alumni Newsletter! There
is a lot going on in the School of Communication these days, involving faculty, students, and
alumni. This issue includes coverage of the impressive SOC representation at the 2025 annual
convention of the Western States Communication Association, a spotlight on Kurt Lindemann
and Heather Sweeney, who established an endowed fund for graduate students, a Forensics
Team update, and the highly anticipated announcement of our 2025 Outstanding Alum of the
Year recipients.

I hope to see many of you at our Annual Alumni & Awards Banquet on May 3, 2025, Invitations
went out recently and we have a link to make your reservation donation in this issue of the
Newsletter. Our theme this year is “Memories in Conversation,” with lots of opportunities to
reminisce with each other while creating new memories during our time together!

Please take a few minutes ta browse through our newsletter. Please let me know with a
personal email at hcanary@sdsu.edu if you have suggestions for future newsletters.

Warmest regards,

”2%#2:?@#?

-

Heather E. Canary
Professor and School Director
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Donor Spotlight:
Dr. Kurt Lindemann and Heather Sweeney

Because of the generous donations of both Dr. Kurt Lindemann and his wife Heather Sweeney
toward the GTA Assistance Fund, many Communication graduate students have had the
remarkable opportunity to travel to, present, and connect at academic conferences.

As the current Associate Dean of PSFA and a former Director of Graduate Studies and Basic
Course Director in the School of Communication, where he is also a Professor, Lindemann has
secen firsthand how hard grad students work, often juggling academic demands with tight
financial resources. He saw the value in students attending academic conferences and being
able to translate what they learn in the classroom into presentations. He and Heather Sweeney
recagnized the need for travel assistance for these dedicated students. They created this fund
because they wanted to ensure that students would be able to continue to travel to
conferences despite their financial situation.

This fund reflects Lindemann’s own academic journey, which began in speech and debate and
led to coaching and teaching positions at Eastern Michigan, Illinois State, and Arizona State
University, where he earned his Ph.D. He recalled how a similar financial fund helped launch
the start of his career, which is something he now hopes to pass on to many others. Through
this fund, he hopes students will not only refine their research and presentation skills, but
also make lasting connections with peers and professionals within their area of study.

Both Dr. Kurt Lindemann and Heather Sweeney look forward to hearing about the success
stories of students who benefit from their fund, eager to see how their experiences shape
their academic and professional futures. Because of the GTA Assistance Fund, Communication
graduate students now have greater access to opportunity, and a stronger path towards their
future!

Donate to their scholarship fund below!
Titled “Graduate Teaching Assistants Support Fund”




Outstanding Alum of the Year:
Dr. Alana Nicastro

“Great scholars are not only defined by their knowledge, but by their ability to build
community, to work collaboratively, and to show up with care for others. And that's what this
school represented for me.”

As an alumna of the School of Communication Bachelor’s and Master’s Program, Dr. Alana
Nicastro thinks of San Diego State as her academic home. She thought of the MA program as “a
safe place where you could take risks, try new things, put on new hats, and really develop a
sense of self...Anything seemed possible in that space.” Nicastro feels that the program
encouraged student contribution, more than just participation, which kept her engaged and
excited to go to class. She believes that the program was so significant to her development as a
scholar and a person because it taught her how to think, how to engage with others, and how to
navigate both intentional and unintentional communication. She created an endowed fund to

help graduate students travel to professional conferences, just as she did. Donate Here

After earning her advanced degree, Dr. Nicastro was invited to serve as a trainer and educator
for Marine Corps personnel, leading large-scale reform in learning and training curricula. She
used old data within the existing Marine program to help create a focused and interactive
teaching style that improved engagement and accelerated learning for students and faculty
alike. What was supposed to be a one year assignment quickly turned into the last 14 years of
her professional career, where she was given her own position title as the Organizational
Ethnographer. Within her position, she specializes in descriptive study of maneuver warfare
through fieldwork and observation through the lens of communication and interactive team
cognition. With the success of her program being implemented, she chose to collaborate with
our School of Communication to develop a series of workshops for Marines to improve their
communication practices with theory-backed solutions and better equip them to identify and
manage organizational tensions.

Dr. Nicastro’s experiences within the School of Communication and the Marine Corps have
made her an inspiring example for communication students. She summarizes her experience
with the program as being centered around “community, collegiality, competence, and care.”
She encourages current students to embody these 4 C's as they continue their academic and
professional journeys. “Think about being intentional, memorable, and valuable—that’s the
kind of person people want to work with.” Dr. Nicastro wants us to remember that “We often
take communication for granted—yet those of us who study communication know of its
significance and its impact on the quality of our lives.”

Congratulations to Dr. Nicastro for receiving the Outstanding Alum of the Year Award!




Outstanding Alum of the Year:
Dr. Llewelyn Labio

Dr. Llewelyn Labio (BA, MA, SDSU) was a beautiful being who touched the hearts and minds of
everyone who had the privilege of knowing her. Her audacious spirit was difficult to ignore, and
she made the most of it to influence the world around her. She was known for her unwavering
dedication to living life to the absolute fullest, bringing joy and inspiration to those around her with
her ability to be unapologetically herself.

Llewelyn went back to school at the age of 35, after having both of her children. She began her
educational career at Southwestern Community College where she received her AA in
Communication and transferred to SDSU. Upon graduating with her BA from the School of
Communication, she entered our MA program. During her time at SDSU, she was involved in
Project Rebound and served as an officer of SoCaL. Her master's thesis, "738 Days and a Wake Up:
An Autoethnography,"” showcased her deep commitment to understanding and advocating for
those in challenging circumstances. In her recent Opinion piece in the Union Tribune, she noted,
“1 encourage my students to turn their challenges into opportunities.”

The new RISE endowed fund honors the mentorship, leadership, and friendship of Dr. Llewelyn
Labio and Dr. Patricia Geist-Martin. This fund is designed to support students engaged in
scholarship to improve the ways women RISE (Relate, Inspire, Support, and Encourage) at work
and in leadership. Dogato Have
Llewelyn was an exemplary citizen, contributing to her community in all the ways that time would
allow her to. She served as the Coordinator at the University of San Diego Leadership Studies
Minor, where she redesigned several courses to include diversity and inclusion, changing the
direction of the minor altogether. She was the Faculty Advisor for the Rising Scholars Bayan
Student Organizations, the Tri Chair of Chai (API Employee Affinity Group), Advancing Equity
Teaching Academy Mentor, and Field of Study Faculty Lead for ARTS, Communication, Design &
Media. She was also active on the board for the SDSU Children’s Center. Through her work with the
Southwestern College Second Chance Program and her classes she held for Donovan Prison
inmates, she dedicated herself to helping individuals rebuild their lives and find new
opportunities.

Llewelyn was an esteemed educator, holding a tenure-track faculty professor position at
Southwestern Community College. She was known for her confidence and her contagious curiosity
that she inspired in her students, colleagues and even her mentors. She passed away tragically on
June 21, 2024 from complications from heart surgery. In her short life she impacted more lives than
many people do in a long lifetime.

We are proud to honor her with the Outstanding Alum of the Year Award!







Western States Communication Association
Convention 2025

Many notable achievements were made by both our students and faculty at our
annual WSCA convention this year held in Albugquerque, New Mexico. Students
Ekaterina Pavlova, Maya Cancio Vendel, and Haley Noble all received top paper
awards, where they showcased their research.

Fkaterina’s paper chose to focus on relationship termination strategies through the
many influences of communication styles. She is continuing her studies at SDSU
within the SOC’s graduate program, focusing on quantitative and organizational
research as she prepares to submit another paper for next years 2026 conference.
Maya demonstrated her research on how Mexican DACA students navigate and
communicate their cultural identities within U.S. higher education using Cultural
Identity Theory. She plans to pursue a PhD to continue her research on issues
relating to immigration, identity, and communication in the Fall. Haley’s paper
presents a propositional model for how interpersonal dialogues can reduce an
individual's susceptibility to misinformation beliefs. She has now completed her
Master’s and plans to continue teaching college communication courses in San Diego.
We are so proud of these students and their accomplishments and we are excited to
see their successes in the future!

Congratulations to our amazing faculty as well who also presented. We are so proud
to highlight Dr. Dan Canary for receiving the Distinguished Scholar Award, Dr.
Rachael Record and Dr. Yea-Wen Chen for their top papers. We also honored the
retirement of Dr. Wayne Beach and for his contribution to the SOC for 40 years.
Cheers to a well-earned retirement!

We hope you join us at the 2026 WSCA Convention hosted by the SDSU School of
Communication at the Westin Gaslamp Quarter!




Forensics Speech and Debate Update

Our SDSU Forensics Speech and Debate Team has had an historic tournament season this
year!

Our team participated in both the Fall and Spring PSCFA Championships, where SDSU
received the 4th Place Team Sweepstakes University Division Award at both tournaments!
Our forensics students who won over 21 awards all-together in these tournaments, including
several Gold, Silver, and Bronze awards in IPDA (individual parliamentary debate), NFA
Lincoln-Douglas Debate (speaker award), and Impromptu and Extemporaneous speech
events! In addition, four of our students were awarded the prestigious PSCFA Scholar Award
for maintaining a 3.75 GPA while competing in forensics. Those students are Danielle Rees
(graduating senior & current student officer president of our team), Tan Papworth, Thomas
Desiano, and Avery Mitchell.

Another highlight for our team this year was participating in the WSCA Forensics tournament
in February 2025. We won the 3rd Place Team Sweepstakes University Division Award at this
tournament, including receiving 2 Gold, 5 Silver, and 3 Bronze medals in Informative,
Impromptu, and Extemporaneous speech events, and IPDA, among other finalists awards!
The SDSU School of Communication looks forward to hosting the WSCA forensics tournament
in February 2026!

On a historic note, our SDSU forensics team was thrilled to return to the International
Forensics Association (IFA) tournament this year in Incheon, South Korea, having last
competed with IFA in 1994. We had 8 students and 2 coaches travel to South Korea in March
for this exciting international tournament. We were very proud of Thomas Desiano for being a

finalist in Informative and Extemporaneous speech events, earning 7th place and 4th place
respectively.




Our SDSU debate students also competed at the 2025 NPDA National Championship
tournament at McKendree University in Lebanon, Illinois this March. Michael Sanford and
Sophia Hansen won the Final Novice Round and were awarded the 2025 Novice National
Champions title! In addition, Sophia won the 1st Novice Speaker Award, and Michael won the
4th Novice Speaker Award. We are so proud of these students and their hard work!

As our competitive season is now over, our team is preparing for our 2025 SDSU Forensics
Speech and Debate Showcase Event on Thursday, May 1, 2025, to be held in the Bernstein
Theatre, home of the SDSU Forensics Team. Please join this exciting event to watch
performances from members of our 2024-2025 speech and debate team!

On a final note, all of the accomplishments of our SDSU Forensics team would not have been

possible this year without the incredible support of our amazing alumni and donors! This
vear, we have been able to give many scholarships to our forensics students, in addition to
supplementing our budget for competing in more national and international tournaments.
Withoul this incredible support, our program would not have had the opportunities and
success that we had this year! So, thank you so much to those who have contributed to our
team and forensics funds!

Sincerely,
John Loo
Interim Director of Forensics

Donate to the Forensics program!







2025 School of Communication
Alumni & Awards Banquet

“Memories in Conversation”

Saturday, May 3
6-9pm
Parma Payne Goodall Alumni Center
RSVP by April 18th!

RSVP Link
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Connect wi cial Media!
Stay connected with the SDSU School ol Communication by following us on social media! Join
our community on Instagram, Facebook, LinkedIn, and Threads to stay updated on the latest
news, events, and opportunities. Follow us today and be part of the conversation!
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