
School of Communication Graduate Program Curriculum Map 
Key:   M = Mastered 
 D = Developed 
 I = Introduced 
 

Competence 1. Foundational 
Competencies 

2. Discipline 
Competencies 

3. Theoretical 
Competencies 

4. Research 
Competencies 

5. Applied 
Competencies 

6. Cultural 
Competencies 

7. Critical 
Competencies 

Competence 
Synopsis: 
Demonstrate 
ability to: 

...   comprehend, 
identify, & 
competently 
employ essential 
academic 
background and 
skills necessary to 
engage in 
autonomous 
scholarship. 

… comprehend 
nature, function, 
scope, 
delineations, & 
history of the 
communication 
discipline (with 
emphasis on its 
SDSU 
instantiation). 

…  identify, 
differentiate, 
analyze, 
synthesize and 
develop major 
theories in the 
field. 

…  comprehend 
& differentiate 
the major 
research 
paradigms, & 
ability to propose 
& conduct 
original research. 

…  translate 
communication 
knowledge into 
applied contexts, 
policies, 
projects, 
interventions, or 
presentations. 

… apply multiple 
perspectives 
toward self-
understanding, 
in relation to self 
& others 
(co)culture, 
group 
affirmations, and 
identities. 

…  identify 
relevant 
evaluative 
criteria & apply 
them competently 
to ethical 
self-reflection & 
actual or 
envisioned 
communication 
situations and/or 
scenarios. 
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